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A Message 
From Our Board

Dear EYCEJ Members and Allies,

Thank you for joining us for our annual event, Planting Seeds of 
Change. Unlike many other years, we are faced with a second year 
where we cannot be in person. So, I welcome all of you viewing from the 
comfort of your homes. All of our work would not be possible without 
you and the support you brought. In 2021, despite a pandemic, we had 
some accomplishments that wouldn’t happen without our team and our 
community. We defeated the proposed 710 freeway widening- stopping 
the displacement of homes & business, and now looking towards a new 
710 project that is Zero Emissions and prioritizes community health.  
We also completed another successful intergenerational Fighting 
for Life Academy, and expanded the board. Our multi-generational 
membership continues to grow and our movement becomes stronger 
and more sustainable. We will continue to fight for zero emissions, 
as well as further our organizing efforts. I joined the Board this year 
because as part of Youth in Action! I learned about the different 
environmental injustices happening in my community of East L.A. & 
Boyle Heights; being involved in the Board will further my growth in 
environmental justice and allow me another platform to keep fighting. 
I encourage you all to do the same! Let us continue to fight for social 
justice in the current political climate, we urge you to do the following:

1. Become a monthly sustainer - no amount is too small!
2. Increase your involvement in the upcoming year.
3. Support the youth for #GivingTuesday!

We hope you enjoy recognizing the amazing people who will receive 
awards tonight. We hope you enjoy yourself and leave inspired and 
rejuvenated to do it again next year!

With love,
Wendy Cubillo
EYCEJ Board Member



Our Mission

East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice (EYCEJ) is an environmental health and 
justice organization working towards a safe and healthy environment for communities that are 

disproportionately suffering the negative impacts of industrial pollution.

Our Vision

EYCEJ recognizes and promotes full and authentic community participation in making policies 
that affect them directly, promoting the implementation of Environmental Justice guidelines for 
local, state, and federal governments and agencies as well as industry. EYCEJ promotes direct 

democratic decision-making and taking collective action for safe and healthy communities 
where we live, work, learn and play.

Alessandro Negrete – Director of 
External Affairs
Cindy Donis – Community Organizer
Diana Sanchez – Covid Organizer
Erick Huerta – Media Organizer
Jan Victor Andasan – Community 
Organizer
Jasmine Gonzalez – Community 
Stability Organizer
Jessica Prieto – Community Stability 
Policy Organizer
Jocelyn Del Real – Covid Organizer
Laura Cortez – Co-Executive Director 

Lupe Valdovinos – Finance and 
Operations Assistant
mark! Lopez – Eastside Community 
Organizer & Special Projects 
Coordinator  
Paola Dela Cruz-Pérez– Youth 
Organizer
Stephanie Prieto - Zero Waste 
Researcher
Taylor Thomas – Co-Executive Director
Tiff Sanchez – Eastside Youth 
Organizer
Whitney Amaya – Incinerator 
Organizer

Our Team



Programs & Projects

EYCEJ’s Youth in Action (YA!) club provides 
a space for youth to become engaged in local 

environmental health and justice issues. Students 
learn about local efforts to create a healthier 
community while developing leadership skills, 
public speaking skills, and facilitation skills. 

There are currently clubs hasted at Felicitas & 
Gonzalo Mendez High School, Theodore Roosevelt 
High School, James A Garfield High School, Bell 

Gardens High School, Lynwood High School, 
Centennial High School, and Jordan High School.

Covid organizers connected with hundreds of 
community members in a culturally relevant way to 
provide support, resources, and information. From 
the distribution of Personal Protective Equipment 

like masks and sanitizers to food, diapers, and baby 
formula. Organizers facilitated the sponsorship and 
distribution of assistance funds to pay for rent, bills, 
and food to households impacted by Covid. While 
all this was going on, organizers regularly updated 

the community members and East Yard membership 
on the changes and recommendations from CDC 
and Department of Health Care Services. Once 

vaccine appointments became available, organizers 
provided direct support in helping people sign up for 

vaccination appointments.

Youth in Action

Covid Relief



Ride on All Roads (ROAR) is a bicycle program developed 
by the organization’s youth leadership. ROAR focuses on 

activities that promote pedestrian and bicycle needs in the 
truck-dense I-710 corridor communities. Through advocacy 
and direct action, EYCEJ youth are promoting community 
health and safety where they live, learn, work, and play. 

In the last year since the pandemic started, East Yard has 
been working with organizations to give bicycles to our 

membership.

La Cosecha Colectiva is a decentralized community 
garden program that serves community residents living in 
East and Southeast Los Angeles cities, South Central, and 

West Long Beach growing edible, medicinal, and native 
gardens. Our mission is to support a network of food growers 

in communities impacted by industrial pollution to address 
air, water, and land quality issues. As we do this, we also 

build community movement away from dependency on the 
globalized food trade, and chemical companies that do not 

serve us and actually pollute our communities with thousands 
of trucks that frequent food distribution warehouses located 

in our community.

La Cosecha Colectiva

Riding on All Roads



After 2 decades of challenging Metro/
CalTrans on a project that included 

displacement of homes & businesses, diesel 
truck lane widening, and no local jobs, 

EYCEJ, with our partners at CEHAJ, have 
successfully stopped the widening and will 
continue pushing for a 710 with air quality 

improvements and community benefits.

For months, East Yard worked in partnership with other environmental justice organizations to 
push the Governing Board of the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) to pass 

a stronger warehouse indirect source rule. Online shopping became a vital life line for many 
people once the pandemic hit, but convenience has a price. Communities in the Inland Empire 

and in South East L.A. pay the price of this convenience as pollution from warehouses and 
delivery vehicles continues to increase. With the passage of the warehouse indirect source rule, 
we are one step closer to holding these facilities accountable to reduce air emissions for cleaner 
operations, create new jobs, and create accountability for an industry that has little regulation.

After finding significant discrepancies in a 2017 AQMD study of refineries, East Yard with the 
legal support of Earth Justice took the Phillips 66 refinery to task in court. After months of 
negotiations, they settled the case and will have to look for and repair leaks at its Carson 

and Wilmington refineries, keep an accurate database of the work, and fund a tree-planting 
program around the two interconnected facilities. Community stepped up where agencies failed 

us because they are the ones living next to these refineries. Lawsuits are never a solution, but 
they are a tool we can use to hold polluters and the government accountable.

Jordan High School Soil Contamination: In this spring of 2021, Long Beach and Carson youth 
members successfully pressured DTSC to extend the public comment period and outreach to 

more students and stakeholders about the soil contamination cleanup process at Jordan High. 
They continue to lead committee meetings, focus groups, and direct outreach.

Community 
Victories



No gas stations by homes! EYCEJ won a lawsuit preventing a 7-11 gas station from being 
placed on the corner of Washington/Atlantic in Commerce within 300 feet of homes.

Advocating for the health of each other is critical in moving towards a post-covid scenario 
and preventing more illnesses. Our communities already live with the weight of racist policies 

and polluters, the Pandemic exacerbated these system issues. Covid organizers noticed a 
greater need for access to things like affordable healthcare, stable housing, language justice, 

and more. Having team members available to assist the community through these trying 
times has allowed East Yard to serve as a local resource hub and support families in their time 

of need.

After decades of operating illegally, Eastside members organized and testified at the County 
Board of Supervisors to get Gu’s Recycling conditional use permit denied. The recycling 

center has abused the scope of their permitted business by illegally operating as an auto 
dismantler and metal scrap yard. Auto dismantling and metal scrapping pose a significant 
risk to the environment and human health given that the Ramona Gardens community of 
Boyle Heights is within 500-feet of the recycling center. While the community has won the 

fight, enforcement will be key in holding the site accountable. 

AQMD passed the long-awaited Refinery Rule 1109.1 because community advocates & 
environmental lawyers pressed on to hold refineries accountable for their emissions harming 
residents at the frontline. The rule isn’t perfect, but it is a start as we will continue to push 
AQMD to do their job to clean up the air & protect public health. This win is a signal that the 
community will continue to fight until we shut it down & clean it up.



Emerging Leaders
Yamz (they/them) is an abolitionist-in-training and 

a proud member of the EYCEJ North SELA crew. 
Yamz is an active participant in the 710 Committee, 
autonomous renters’ collective, CARACOL; and as 
a general member in the East Yards space. Outside 

of East Yards, Yamz works alongside incredible 
community members to forge long-lasting networks of 
support among neighbors in hopes of ending reliance 
on police and other similar institutions through their 
work with Buddy2Buddy, the 1718 Bridge St. Garden, 

and the Pico Union Project Mentorship Volunteer 
Program. In their free time, they enjoy hanging with 
their dog and watching movies with their siblings.

Yamz Cervantes

Andrea Michelle Garcia

My name is Andrea Michelle Garcia. I’m 
16 years old and I was born in Long Beach 

California, lived in Arizona for a couple of years 
but my heart always remained in Long Beach.

Currently a resident of City Terrace in Unincorporated 
East Los Angeles, Pete Reyes was born and raised 
in Pico Union District.  Pete has a passion for his 

community. Pete also went through the WERC source 
program for EXIDE and is currently a champion and 

liaison for our community workers.

Pete Reyes



Hellooo I am Nicole Davis. My hometown is Carson 
though I’m not there right now because I am in 

college. I was introduced to East yard thanks to one 
of my teachers, Ms. Ryan back in November 2020 
and after that, I participated in the first ever Youth 

in Action Fighting for Life Academy. This was a four-
day virtual academy that focused on building youth 
consciousness and leadership around environmental 
health and social justice issues. More about myself is 
that I am a gardener and enjoy being hands-on when 
it comes to building or fixing things. I like to bike ride 

through nature while blasting my ears with music and 
during my free time attempt to learn new languages.

Nicole Davis

Emerging Leaders

My name is Atzimba Magaña, pronouns she/her/ella. 
I live in Lynwood, and am currently a junior attending 

Lynwood High School. I joined Youth in Action my 
freshman year, but wasn’t really active until the 

pandemic and social distance learning came along. I 
became more active and now help run Youth in action 
in person at school. I am also a part of the South SELA 

membership and 710 member committee. A fun fact 
is that my cat’s name was going to be Cali-Pitufina-

Jellybeana but is just Kat now.

Atzimba Magaña

Hola mi nombre es Elba Martínez mí pronombre es ella 
y soy Mexicana de León Guanajuato. Vivo en South 
Gate,CA. Lo que me gusta de East Yard es el apoyo 

mutuo de todos y cada uno de los integrantes de 
esta comunidad nos hacen sentir como en familia. Yo 
participo en las juntas por zoom y otras veces si me es 
posible en eventos al aire libre. Lo que me gusta hacer

en mis tiempos libres es salir a caminar, hablar con 
mis hijas y amistades, visitar a mi familia y bailar.

Elba Martinez



Heyy my name is Citlalli. I’m a junior attending 
Roosevelt High School. My goals are to help my

community as well as be an active member of my 
community. Some of my recent achievements are 

having Straight A’s and being able to participate on 
L.A.B CERT. I’m a shy person so going door knocking 
was a little out of my comfort zone. This one time Tiff 

and I were doing door-knocking and we started to talk 
to Dona Lilia and we went from us telling her about 
the clean-up to her telling us about all the chisme 

happening at the Wyvernwood Apartments.

Citlalli Islas

Emerging Leaders



Seasoned Leaders
Clara Solis, a lifelong resident of the Eastside of 

Los Angeles began her community activism in 1976 
volunteering with the United Farm Workers which 

included working in Salinas and Calexico on a 
vegetable strike that culminated in the signing of 

union contracts. She has organized and advocated 
on issues surrounding the I-710 Freeway since 2000 

and served on the East Los Angeles I-710 Local 
Advisory Committee. Now retired, she worked as a 

staff investigator for John Brown and Associates for 
many years. She and her husband Jeffrey Hernandez, 

an East Los Angeles College instructor have been 
married for over 30 years and have two sons, Diego 

Hernandez Solis, 22 and Joaquin Hernandez Solis, 16.Clara Solis

Hello my name is Diego Mayen Gender pronouns he/
him/his, I have been a member with EYCEJ for 6 years. 
This year I was able to help eycej with litigation against 
the Tesoro refinery, and be part of committees such as 

the oil and gas team, the strategic planning committee. I 
wanted to really highlight that I felt like I was able to help 

out a lot this year due to my amazing support system 
as well as eycej staff. Working with everyone for so long 
I feel like I was able to learn from everyone and be able 

to apply what I learned in our movement work. I’m really 
grateful to be receiving this award but I feel like I really 
share it with everyone because I wouldn’t be able to do 

the things I do without everyone supporting me.

Diego Mayen

Youth Core Member
Senior from Eastside

My life goals are to receive higher education and 
break generational curses. I enjoy fangirling over kpop 

idols and anime characters, listening to music, and 
staying active within my community.

Jessica Antonio-Ulloa 
(she/her)



Ally of the Year

Oscar Espino-Padron is a senior attorney in the Community Partnerships Program at 
Earthjustice and is based in the Los Angeles office. Oscar graduated from UCLA School of Law 
in 2011 and completed his undergraduate studies at UCLA in 2007. Oscar’s entry into healthy 
communities work and partnership with environmental justice groups stems from his personal 

experience growing up in Long Beach and Wilmington, California. Oscar’s dedication to public 
interest law and advocacy drives him to address the negative environmental consequences 

created by industry that ripple through low-income and communities-of-color that the 
government is far too often either unable or unwilling to combat.

Oscar Espino-Padron

Byron Chan
Byron Chan is a senior associate attorney in the Community Partnerships Program at 

Earthjustice, and is based in the Los Angeles office.  Byron received his J.D. from NYU School 
of Law, and his B.A. in History and Peace & Conflict Studies from the University of California, 

Berkeley.  Byron’s advocacy focuses on clean air and hazardous waste in Los Angeles.



Thank You for Joining Us!
For further information or donations

contact Alessandro Negrete
anegrete@eycej.org

323-825-1165
www.eycej.org


